Pre-AP Social Studies
Instructor: 
Mr. May, Room 235
Course Description:   This particular course will focus on Geography of the world as well as major important world historical events, people, politics, and cultures. The intent of this course is to provide students with a foundation of understanding on how to complete higher level academic work at the Advanced Placement level within a Social Studies curriculum. Learning activities and class work are different in this course because it’s more about learning through self-discovery. Therefore, there will be additional primary source readings, web based projects, writing assignments and student group projects than the College Prep courses (C.P.) require. By the end of the course you will be better prepared to take on and complete the higher-level Social Studies A.P. courses throughout your high school career.
Course Requirements:



Your grade will be dependent on the following criteria:

1. Online Registration/Materials: First, you must enroll in your class under Google Classroom using the registration code provided in class. All class materials, plans, and due dates will be made available through mrmayhistory2014.weebly.com which may be accessed through Google Classroom. It is a requirement that you actively check and monitor your class on Google Classroom. YOU ARE REQUIRED TO USE AND TRACK YOUR GRADE WITH THESE TOOLS IN THIS CLASS.
2.  Quarterly Examination: Southmoreland School District requires each high school student to complete a quarterly examination in each subject area by the end of the given nine weeks.
3. Midterm/Final Exam: You will be required to complete a cumulative midterm/final exam that will count for no more than 20% of the total amount of points acquired in one nine week term.
4. Assessment: Chapter tests, section quizzes and quarterly quizzes/tests.  Other informal learning activities such as projects, writing assignments, presentations, etc…  will also factor in to your final grade. If you are not in class the day of a given assessment, you will be provided with an alternative assessment than your classmates.
3.  Assignments: I try to vary assignments as much as possible to keep the class fresh and also to make sure that all different types of learners have activities catered to their learning style:
a. Class behavior will determine the amount of homework.
b. There will be a form of assessment at the end of every lesson.
c. There will be a certain amount of points deducted for each assignment if late. If handed in within 5 school days there will only be a 25% reduction, anything later than 5 school days will be an automatic 50% reduction.
d. You have until the end of the nine weeks to turn in work for that particular quarter, however points deducted will be calculated on how late the assignment is.
e. Completion of assignments will factor in to your final grade.
f. You as a responsible high school student, are responsible for contacting me in or out of the classroom for worked missed due to absences.
g. Most assessments will focus heavily on Document Based Questions (DBQ’s).
h. THIS CLASS IS NOT DIFFICULT, ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS COME TO CLASS, STAY ON TASK, AND DO YOUR WORK!!
Discipline:
· School rules permit me to take any electronic device that is interfering with your learning in the classroom (yes, this includes your Chromebook).
· I will follow district policy in regards to disciplinary issues.
· Anytime you wish to leave the room you MUST sign IN and OUT on the classroom sign out log book.

· Misuse of bathroom privileges can result in a ban from bathroom use: taking too long, roaming the halls, not signing in/out, and/or damage to the bathroom.

· A “3 warning” policy will be followed in regards to all disciplinary issues:
· Stealing is against the law and therefore the harshest punishment possible will be pursued if you steal from your classmates or your teacher.

· Honesty is paramount in life and in this class, anyone caught lying will be given a punishment that fits the lie.

· Respect will be shown to all of your classmates and teacher while in this classroom meaning no swearing, vulgar language, or offensive behaviors.

· Racist comments and or generalizations made by any student against another will result in a personal apology to the student and harsh punishment.

· Cheating will result in an automatic zero on whatever assignment you are caught doing so.

· Just like any job in the modern workforce, tardiness to class is unacceptable.
· Push-pins that are hanging materials ARE NOT FOR YOU.  The pins are sharp and can be considered a weapon therefore harsh punishment will occur if you are caught.
Plagiarism:

Is defined in the 1995 Random House Compact Unabridged Dictionary, as the "use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work."[1] Within academia, plagiarism by students, professors, or researchers is considered academic dishonesty or academic fraud, and offenders are subject to academic censure, up to and including expulsion. In journalism, plagiarism is considered a breach of journalistic ethics, and reporters caught plagiarizing typically face disciplinary measures ranging from suspension to termination of employment. Some individuals caught plagiarizing in academic or journalistic contexts claim that they plagiarized unintentionally, by failing to include quotations or give the appropriate citation. While plagiarism in scholarship and journalism has a centuries-old history, the development of the Internet, where articles appear as electronic text, has made the physical act of copying the work of others much easier.

· Plagiarism is therefore an illegal act and will be treated as such if you are caught completing an activity doing so.
Books:

· You will be assigned a book at the beginning of the year.
· IMPORTANT: You are responsible for the condition and safe return of your textbook by the end of the year.  You will need to pay compensation for either a damaged, lost, and/or stolen book.  KEEP TRACK OF YOUR BOOK!

· I will have a few extra books in my classroom that you may use however, if you forget your textbook it will be marked as a disciplinary “checkmark” and if you accumulate enough you will either face a disciplinary measure and/or a call home to your parents.

· There is no longer an online textbook, therefore your physical textbook is going to be very important to you. 
Rules:

· At time tardy bell rings you are to be in your seat and quiet awaiting instructions.
· No talking when someone else is talking.  BE RESPECTFUL!
· Raise your hand when you wish to speak.
· Please keep your hands, feet, and other objects to yourself.
· You should bring a pencil, textbook, Chromebook, and notebook/folder to EVERY class.
“In life you must give respect to get it. Respect is not given, it’s earned.  I will give you as much respect as you give me”. ~Mr. May~
Course Breakdown: 
Total Days:
180
 First Nine Weeks (World Geography):

1. Geography/Course Requirements (citing, proper writing, MLA, economies, religion, government styles)

2. Europe
3. N. America

4. S. America

5. Asia

6. Africa

7. Australia

Second Nine Weeks (World History):

1. Early Man and Ancient Civilizations
2. Islam and E.European Empires

3. The European Renaissance

4. The Age of Exploration

Third Nine Weeks (World History):

1. Crisis and Absolutism in Europe
2. European Revolution and Enlightenment

3. The French Revolution and Napoleon

Fourth Nine Weeks (World History):

1.  World Industrialization and Nationalism
2. War and Revolution 

3. Cold War and Modern Russia

